Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Indian Association of Surgical Gastroenterology, held at AIIMS Auditorium at 1900 hrs.

1, Dr Rathnaswami, President was in chair.

2. The meeting commenced with a silent prayer.

3. The minutes of the previous meeting having been circulated and placed on the website, was taken as read, and passed.

4. The secretary read out the report of the activities of the association for the past 11 months. The membership of the following were approved by the GB.
1. Sandesh Kumar Sharma, Bhopal

2. Deborshi Sharma, Varanasi

3. Anthony P Rozario, Bangalore

4. AR Nitin Rao, Bangalore

5. Somprakas Basu, Varanasi

6. Ravi Mohanka

7. Shashank Shah, Pune

8. R Kannan, Chennai

9. Girish SP, Manipal
10. P Shivakumar, Chennai

11. Sanjay Mandal, Kolkata

12. Manish Kumar Khare, Durg

13. Mahesh Kumar Shanmugam, Coimbatore

14. Debananda Tudu, Berhampur

15. PK Pattanaik, Ramagundam

16. VL Narayana Rao Dama, Hyderabad

17. Prabhat Nichkaode, Nagpur

18. Purujit Choudhury, Kolkata

19. A Sivasankar, Chennai

5. He also presented the audited accounts. The balance of the association stood at Rs 763179 in the Lucknow account, and Rs 62770 in the Cochin account. The Lucknow account would be merged and transferred to Cochin immediately.

6. The secretary also apprised the GB about a letter from Dr VK Kapoor, organising Secretary IASG 2006, who wished to contribute 100,000 rupees to the association provided the association could institute prizes for the four best abstracts of the conference. The decision of the EC to agree to Dr Kapoor’s proposal was ratified by the General Body. The GB thanked Dr Kapoor for the contribution in advance.
7. Dr Rathnaswami brought in discussion about continuation of the IASG with ASI. Several members such as Dr Das, Dr Khandelwal and Dr Ramesh Ardhanari stressed the need to continue with the ASI, whereas others like Dr Puneet Dhar, TK Chattopadhyay emphatically suggested the opposite, stating that ASI meetings are melas, with no audience, and very low priority is given for IASG sessions. Dr H Ramesh updated the house with the developments and  invited Dr Ananthakrishnan to apprise the members of the exact status. He informed that a committee comprising himself, Dr Rathnaswami and Dr Mathur had been created, that he had made a questionnaire to send to the members, but did not send it as the President had told him that there was representation that we should not leave ASI and so it needs to be discussed again. Dr Mathur expressed his concern as to why the last GB decision was not implemented. Dr H Ramesh and Dr Sastry explained once again the modalities of constitutional amendment and the need to inform the members in advance. 
Following this, many more members expressed their views stating their desire to continue with ASI.

Finally it was decided that the questionnaire would be sent to all members and action taken on the basis thereof.

8. Common conference of ACRSI and IASG. Dr Ramesh Ardhanari and some others welcomed the idea. However, on discussion, some logistic issues were raised. Dr H Ramesh informed that the executive committee had discussed this in detail and the consensus was that it was not feasible, and the GB endorsed the decision.
9. Venue for IASG 2008. There were three bids, Srinagar (partially withdrawn), Ahmedabad, and Chennai. After some discussion, Ahmedabad withdrew in favour of Chennai. So Chennai would be the venue for IASG 2008. Ahmedabad requested to be considered for 2009. It was also decided that in future bids would be called for two years ahead.

District level CMEs would be held in Jamshedpur, and Nagpur this year

10. The office bearers for 2007 session were announced by Dr RA Sastry:


President Elect: Dr JM Mehta (Dr Surendran had withdrawn)


EC members: 5 nominations all declared elected: Shrikant Matkari, George Mathew, Ashok Kumar, SM Chandramohan, P Sahni.

Dr SK Mathur raised objection to Dr Mehta’s assumption of Presidentship on the basis of a black mark against him in view of his dropping IASG 2005 in favour of the ASI conference. Dr Ibrarullah also echoed the same sentiments. Dr Kapoor brought up the matter of a possible minuted record mentioning that perhaps the GB/EC at that time had minuted a possible stricture against Dr Mehta the details of which he could not recollect.  As the minutes of 2005 could not be produced, Dr H Ramesh was authorised to clarify the situation, communicate the same with senior members and EC members, and then declare the results.

11. The Secretary explained the new activities: www.gisurgicalforum.com for interaction, and also about the travel bursary. The president placed on record his appreciation of the efforts of the secretary to arrange the travel bursary.
12. Dr RA Sastry took over from Dr Rathnaswami as President and thanked the members for their support. He looked forward to making the association more vibrant in the days to come.

13. The House placed on record their appreciation of the excellent manner in which IASG 2007 had been organised, and gave the organising committee a standing ovation. 

13. As there was no other matter, the Meeting was called to a close at 2030 PM

Supplementary information:

Dr H Ramesh, Secretary could obtain the minutes of the GB 2005 the same night, and they were examined by the President, President-elect, and by senior members of the association such as Dr Mathur and Dr Kapoor. The minutes stated that the GB while disapproving of the act of Dr Mehta in withdrawing from organisation of IASG 2005, the GB had recorded that “he may be barred from organising the conference for 2 years).

In view of this information, an emergency executive committee meeting was held on 1st October 2007. The EC requested the President to call an emergency GB to announce the elections.
Accordingly an emergency GB was convened at 1240 PM. Dr Sastry read out the relevant section of the GB Minutes 2005. In view of the fact that there was no stricture passed against Dr Mehta, Dr JM Mehta was declared elected President-elect 2007-2008.
